Imperforate anus: long- and short-term outcome.
Anorectal malformations are common anomalies observed in neonates. Survival of these babies is currently achieved in most cases and improvements in operative technique, patient care, and better follow-up have led to improved functional results. A new, simplified classification system (Krickenbeck classification) and method of functional assessment has led to an improved understanding of these anomalies and has allowed for a better comparison of outcomes. Following successful anatomical repair and appropriate programs of bowel care, socially acceptable continence can be achieved in a majority of patients, especially those with an intact sacrum.